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WELCOME 
to the 
Liberty Bicentennial 


Observance 


— the 200th anniversary of our home town! 


BILL DANIEL 


4937104 Director General 


le IS the sincere wish of the Director General, Committee Chairmen and 
all workers that the four-day observance will provide a memorable occasion 
for all who attend. : 


This observance is the result of many months of planning and work. It 
started simply. History reminded us that a settlement existed here in 
1756. Many, but not all, knew the glorious history of our town and county. 


It his been our goal to commemorate and record for the benefit of future 
generations the significance of the part played by Liberty County settlers 
in making Texas independent, At the same time, we have tried to provide 
entertainment and exhibits for all ages—at all hours—during your Bicen- 


tennial visit. 


If you agree that our goal has been accomplished, you, like myself, owe 
your thanks entirely to the workers listed in the pages of this program, 
-and to those individuals, institutions and firms whose participation made 
our Bicentennial possible. 


Those of us who by birth or adoption have the privilege of living along the 
Lower Trinity River have a rich heritage. We invite you to join with us 
in this event of appreciation. 


BILL DANIEL 
Director General. 


Liberty Bicentennial Observance 


a nee 


OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS—— 


GORDON L. HART, PRESIDENT W. E. MCLENDON 
LOWELL E. TOWNSEND, 1ST VICE-PRESIDENT REUBEN A. ALLISON 
ALEX WAUGH, JR., 2ND VICE-PRESIDENT : Cc. M. WILLOUGHBY, JR. 
TOM CALHOON, JR., TREASURER HOWARD S. BAILEY 
WILL M. HAMILTON BILL DANIEL 
VERNON F. POOLE W. J. WOOLSEY 


of iherty C hamtenr of le Cywmenzice 


LIBERTY, TEXAS 
BILL CLARK 
_ MANAGER 


March 24, 1956 


Mr. Bill Daniel 
Director-General 
Liberty Bicentennial 
Liberty, Texas 


Dear Bill: 


On behalf of the officers, directors and members of 
Liberty Chamber of Commerce, I want to thank you and the hun- 
dreds of people who have assisted you in planning for the bicen- 
tennial observance, April 18 -— 21, 1956, 


For the unselfish work you have expended upon the bi- 
centennial, for the countless hours of planning, for the excep- 
tional program you have arranged, and for the magnitude of 
the celebration you have our wholehearted thanks and apprecia- 


t Lom. 


And this is equally true for all who have assisted 
and co-operated with you in this gigantic undertaking. We 
realize that you and your. helpers have worked without pay and 
with only one objective in mind--to make the bicentennial the 
crowning achievement of the 200 years of Liberty's recorded 
history. 


We, of the Liberty Chanber of Commerce, approve what 
you and your helpers have done and are doing, and know, of a 
certainty, that the forthcoming observance will add new fame 
and lustre to the name of Liberty. 


Sincerely yours, 


Gorden L. Aart 


Fresident 


2:00 - 3:00 P.M. 


BAYLOR UNIVERSITY GOLDEN WAVE BAND 
CONCERT on platform, north entrance 
of courthouse. 


3:00 - 4:00 P.M. 


FOUR SEPARATE WAGON TRAINS converging 
simultaneously at Liberty from historic 
points of origin. 


(1) REESE LOCKETT and the “SALT GRASS TRAIL” 
Wagon Train and riders plodding down the Old 
Spanish Trail from the West, commemorating the 
return of the Liberty warriors from the Battle of 
San Jacinto in 1836. (Origin: Esperson Dome Oil 
Field at Highway 90). 


(2) “THE BIG THICKET TREK” Wagon Train and 
riders arriving at Liberty from the East on the 
historic Atascosito Trail and re-living that return 
march of the Liberty citizens from the famous 
“Runaway Scrape” in 1832. (Origin: Devers School- 
house). 


(3) “THE FORT ANAHUAC RIDERS” with Wagon 
Train rolling in from the South, commemorating 
the return of the Liberty Company which stormed 
Fort Anahuac in 1832, making historic Liberty for- 
evermore “The Cradle of Texas Liberty”. (Origin: 
Texas Gulf Sulphur Plant). . 


(4) “THE SAM HOUSTON RIDERS” pulling in from 
the North on the old Stage Coach Road from Nacog- 
doches to Likerty, commemorating the return of 
that historic Liberty Company which helped quell 
the historic Fredonian Rebellion at Nacogdoches in 
1827. (Origin: Highway 146 Roadside Park at Moss 
Hiil near Sam Houston’s old homeplace). 


DR. WILLIS TATE 

President 
SOUTHERN METHODIST 
| UNIVERSITY 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 1956—THANKSGIVING DAY 
COURTHOUSE SQUARE 


MOST REY. W. J. NOLD 
Catholic Bishop 
GALVESTON DIOCESE 


4:00 - 5:00 P.M. 


OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE LIBERTY BICEN- 
TENNIAL OBSERVANCE, with nation- 
al religious leaders participating. 


Mr. Garth Christopher, Master of Ceremonies 

Mr. David Ford, Longview, Texas, Soloist 

Miss Anita Jo Gresham, Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
Accompanist 


INVOCATION: 


Bishop W. J. Nold, Catholic Bishop of the Galveston 
Diocese 
(a) Introduced by Mr. Bradford Pickett 


Dr. Willis Tate, President of Southern Methodist Uni- 
versity 
(b) Introduced by Mr. W. D. Partlow 

Dr. W. R. White, President of Baylor University 
(c) Introduced by Mr. C, A. Miles, Sr. 

Bishop Clinton S. Quin, Bishop of the Episcopal Church 
(d) Introduced by Mr. B. Frank Johnson 

BENEDICTION: 

Dr. Hyman J. Schachtel, Jewish Rabbi, Houston, Texas 
(a) Introduced by Mr. Milton Kay 


REV. CLINTON S. QUIN 
Bishop 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 


Boag, abs 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 1956—THANKSGIVING DAY (Continued) 


6:00 - 7:30 P.M. 
SIMULTANEOUS REUNION-HOMECOMING 
CHURCH BANQUETS: 


(1) CATHOLIC PARISH HALL 

(a) Bishop W. J. Nold, Speaker 

(b) Rev. A. J. Nicholson ) 

(c) Mr. J. D. Root ) Committee Co-Chairmen 
(2) METHODIST BANQUET HALL 
(a) Dr. Willis Tate, Speaker 

(b) Rev. Archie Fleming) 

(c) Mr. Alex Waugh ) Committee Co-Chairmen 
(3) BAPTIST BANQUET HALL 

(a) Dr. W. R. White, Speaker 

(b) Rev. J. R. Breland _ ) 

(c) Mrs. L. V. Hightower) 

(d) Mr. R. W. Chambliss ) Committee Co-Chairmen 
(4) EPISCOPAL PARISH HALL 

(a) Bishop Clinton S. Quin, Speaker 

(b) Rev. Percy Bartlam _ ) 

(c) Mr. Marvin Henry — ) Committee Co-Chairmen 
(5) FRONTIERSMAN BARBECUE AND REUNION: 

Courthouse and Park Square 

(a) All registered riders—FREE BARBECUE AND 

ENTERTAINMENT 

(b) Dr. Hyman J. Schachtel, Greeter 

(c) THE BROWN BOYS—Western Music 

(d) Grady Nutt, Baylor University Medicine Man 


A 


ROY ACUFF 
7:30 - 8:00 P.M. 
MASSES GATHER AT COURTHOUSE SQUARE 
for opening of: 
(1) Superb Old-Time MEDICINE SHOW; professional 
and local talent; new talent for each performance 
(2) Enlarged Texas Wildlife Show . 
(3) Shafer’s’ newest “Just for Fun” Carnival, with 40 
sideshows, 10 rides, 12 Shetland ponies 
(4) Model Chuck Wagon displays, one each from th 
four Wagon Trains , 
(5) Chief Big Buck and His Real Live Indian Village; 
weaving, spinning, stringing beads, pottery, ete. 
(6) Historical records, collections, exhibitions, etc., in 
Justice Court Room in Courthouse 
(7) Chief Fresh Hour and the Tejas Indian Dancers 


DR. W. R. WHITE 
President 
BAYLOR 

UNIVERSITY 


8:00 - 9:00 P.M. 


FREE—GRAND OLE OPRY SHOW: 

(1) Starring the “King of Mountain Music,” ROY 
ACUFF, AND HIS SMOKY MOUNTAIN BOYS 

(2) JOHNNIE AND JACK of radio, stage and television 

(3) KITTY WELLS, No. 1 folk singer of the nation 

(4) MOON MULLICAN, Grand Ole Opry’s No. 1 Pianist 

(5) THE TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN BOYS and Band 

(6) J. JACKSON and his steel guitar 

(7) RAY CRISP, champion old-time fiddler 

(8) LESTER WILBURN and his bass fiddle 

(9) THE TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN BOYS QUARTET 


9:00 - 12:00 P.M. 


FRE® STREET DANCE—An old-time Wild West, 
shoot ’em up “WAGON TRAIN DANCE” 
with three separate dance bands: 

(1) ROY ACUFF and His Smoky Mountain Boys 

Johnnie and Jack and The Tennessee Mountain Boys 

(3) “Utah” Carl and His KGUL-TV Western Band 


to 


12:00 MIDNIGHT 


ALL RIDERS camp overnight for huge PIONEER 
DAY PARADE the following morning 


DR. HYMAN J. 
SCHACHTEL 
Jewish Rabbi 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 


CEP free 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 1956-—PIONEER DAY. 
| COURTHOUSE SQUARE 
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U.S. SENATOR LYNDON JOHNSON 


10:00 - 11:30 A.M. 


PIONEER DAY PARADE: 


(1) 
(2) 


(3) 
(4) 
(5) 


(6) 


(7) 
(8) 
(9) 


(10) 
(11) 
(12) 
(13) 
(14) 


(15) 
(16) 
(17) 
(18) 
(19) 
(20) 


(21) 
(22) 


Sam Houston College Bearcat Band and Majorettes 
United States Senator Lyndon Johnson, Parade 
Marshal 

ROY ACUFF and His Smoky Mountain Boys 
Lamar College Cardinal Band 


JOHNNIE AND JACK and The Tennessee Mountain 
Boys 


KITTY WELLS, MOON MULLICAN and other 
Grand Ole Opry stars 


Ferris Brick Company—eight-mule colorful hitch 
Horseless Carriage Club of America 

Harris County Sheriff’s Mounted Posse—50 uni- 
formed riders 

The Antique Car Club of Texas 

Ellington Field Air Force Band and Color Guard 
The Broderson Stage Coach and four-up team 

La Marque Sheriff’s Posse 

The J. Pabst 16-Passenger Stage Coach and four-up 
team 

Orange County Sheriff’s Posse 

Liberty High School Band 

Orange County Junior Sheriff's Posse 

Dayton High School Band 

Pasadena Mounted Quadrille 

Reese Lockett and “THI SALT GRASS TRAIL 
RIDERS” 

Tarkington Prairie High School Band 

“The Big Thicket Trek’? Wagon Train and riders 


(23) “The Fort Anahuac Riders” and Wagon Train 
(24) “The Sam Houston Riders” and Wagon Train 
(25) Bicentennial Ox-Drawn Wagon 
(26) Best entry contests and awards 
(27) “The Appaloosa Horse Club of Texas” (all matched) 


11:30 A.M. - 1:30 P.M. 


MASSES GATHER AT COURTHOUSE SQUARE 


for opening of: 
(1) Superb Old-Time MEDICINE SHOW; local talent 
and professionals 
(2) Enlarged Texas Wildlife Show 


(3) Shafer’s Top Carnival; 40 sideshows, 10 rides, 12 
ponies 


(4) Four Model Chuck Wagons; displays from each 
Wagon Train 

(5) Chief Big Buck and his real Live Indian Village; 
weaving, stringing beads, pottery, etc. 


(6) Historical records, collections, exhibits, ete., in 
Justice Court Room 


1:30 - 3:00 P.M. 


BAND CONCERTS: 


(1) 1:30-2:00—LAMAR COLLEGE CARDINAL BAND 


(2) 2:00-2:30—SAM HOUSTON COLLEGE BEARCAT 
BAND AND MAJORETTES 


(3) 2:30-3:00—ELLINGTON FIELD AIR FORCE 
BAND ; 


KITTY WELLS 


FREE 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 


THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 1956—PIONEER DAY (Continued) 


3:00 - 4:15 P.M. 
ACTS on Courthouse Square: 
Franklin’s Trained Elephants 
World’s Champion Co-ed Rope Twirler 
Chief Fresh Hour and the Tejas Indian Dancers 
Trapeze, animal and clown acts 
The Magnolia Quartet 
Singing Sheriff PHIL MEDLIN, His Trick Horse 
and Dogs 


4:15 - 5:00 P.M. 


GRAND OLE OPRY STARS: 


(1) 


(2) 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 
(4) 


(5) 


JOHNNIE AND JACK and THE TENNESSEE 
MOUNTAIN BOYS 


MOON MULLICAN, the Great Blues Pianist 


5:00 - 7:00 P.M. 


Superb Old-Time Medicine Show; new talent for 
each show 


Shafer’s Carnival; 40 shows, 10 rides, 12 ponies and 
specialty acts 


Enlarged Texas Wildlife Show 


Historical records, collections, exhibitions, etc., in 
Justice Court Room 


Authentic Indian Village; weaving, spinning, 
stringing beads, pottery 


JOHNNIE AND JACK and 
TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN BOYS 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN BOYS 
From Grand Ole Opry 


“CAVALCADE OF LIBERTY” 
at 
HIGH SCHOOL STADIUM 


7:30 - 8:00 P.M. 
BAND CONCERT: 


Sam Houston College Bearcat Band and Majorettes 


8:00 - 8:45 P.M. 
FIRST HALF—“CAVALCADE OF LIBERTY” 


A historical, panoramic cavalcade, with original script 
and original music, casting 350 Liberty citizens 

FRED NAHAS, Narrator 

LOU MAHAN, Organist (Buff Stadium Organist) 


8:45 - 9:15 P.M. 


INTERMISSION: 
GRAND OLE OPRY STARS 


(1) ROY ACUFF and His Smoky Mountain Boys 

(2) Kitty Wells, voted the nation’s No. 1 folk singer 
four consecutive years 

(3) Johnnie and Jack and The Tennessee Mountain Boys 


9:15 - 10:00 P.M. 
LAST HALF—“‘CAVALCADE OF LIBERTY” 


ey ea 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 1956—INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE DAY 


ED SULLIVAN 


10:00 - 11:30 A.M. 


INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE DAY PARADE: 


(1) 
(2) 


(8) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 


(1) 
(10) 
(11) 


(12) 


(13) 
(14) 


(15) 
(16) 
(17) 
(18) 
(19) 


(20) 


University of Texas Longhorn Band; Majorettes 


ED SULLIVAN, America’s No. 1 Showman of TV, 
New York City, Parade Marshal 


State of Texas Highway Commission 

Railroad Commission of the State of Texas 
Supreme Court of the State of Texas 

Stephen F. Austin College Band 

Court of Criminal Appeals of the State of Texas 
Foreign Consuls and Ambassadors from France, 
Spain, Mexico and Other Countries 

Broderson Stage Coach and Four-Up Team 

Mr. John W.:>Mecom, Native Son of Liberty 

Col. O. B. Ellis, General Manager, Texas Prison 
System 

Mr. Ben Carpenter, President, and All Members of 
the Trinity River Authority 

El-ington Field Air Force Band and Color Guard 
Babe Didiikson Zaharias, the Greatest Woman 
Athlete of the 20th Century 

Myr. Tink Riviere and Mr. Eddie Dyer of Baseball 
Fame 

Chambers-Liberty Counties Navigation District 
Board 

Mayors of Houston, Beaumont, Orange, Cleveland, 
Livingston, Anahuac, Baytown, Silsbee, Dayton, 
Port Arthur and Others 

Liberty High School Band 

Mr. Archer Romero, President, and Mr. Ralph 
Johnson, Chairman, Houston Fat Stock Show 


Conroe High School Band 


(21) 
(22) 
(23) 
(24) 
(25) 
(26) 


(27) 
(28) 


(29) 
(30) 


(31) 


(32) 
(33) 
(34) 


Appaloosa Horse Club of Texas (All Matched) 
Court of Civil Appeals of Beaumont 

City Council of Liberty 

Spring Branch High School Drill Corps and Band 
Industrial Figures and Dignitaries 


. Pabst 16-Passenger. Stage Coach and Four-Up 
eam 


Industrial Floats, Displays and Exhibitions of Rice, 
Oil, Cattle, Timber, Sulphur, Cotton, Trinity 
River, ete. 

Ferris Brick Company (Eight-Mule Hitch) 
Horseless Carriage Club of America 


REESE LOCKETT AND THE SALT GRASS 
TRAIL RIDERS 


BIG THICKET TREK WAGON TRAIN AND 
RIDERS 

SAM HOUSTON RIDERS ASSOCIATION 
FORT ANAHUAC RIDERS 


Antique Car Club of Texas 


11:30 - 1:30 P.M. 


FEATURE ATTRACTIONS: 


(1) 


Original Old-Time Medicine Show; change of talent 
each show 


Shafer’s Carnival; 40 shows, 10 rides, 12 ponies, 
acts, ete. 

Enlarged Texas Wildlife Show—Courthouse Square 
Historical records, collections, exhibits, ete., in 
Justice Court Room 


Authentic Indian Village; weaving, stringing beads, 
pottery, etc. : 


1:30 - 2:00 P.M. 


UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS LONGHORN BAND 


CONCERT; MAJORETTES 


2:00 - 4:00 P.M. 


NUMEROUS SHOWS AND BAND CONCERTS ON 


(1) 
(2) 


(3) 
(4) 
(5) 


(6) 
(7) 
(8) 


(9) 
(10) 


COURTHOUSE SQUARE: 


THE ED SULLIVAN SHOW of New York City 


Stephen F. Austin College Lumberjack Orchestra 
and Show 


Chief Fresh Hour and The Tejas Indian Dancers 
The Texas Rockettes (18 Beautiful Dancers) 


Eva Hogan, the Original “RED HOT MAMA of 
Songs” 


Lou Mahan (Organist) 


Singing Sheriff PHIL MEDLIN and His Trick 
Horse and Dogs 


Lamar College Choral Group 
THE BROWN BOYS—Western Music 


An [ntertaining Show of Music, Action and Fun 
for All 


FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 1956—INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE DAY (Continued) 


4:00 - 4:30 P.M. 8:00 - 8:45 P.M. 


ELLINGTON FIELD AIR FORCE BAN FIRST HALF—"CAVALCADE OF LIBERTY 
CONCERT . A historic, panoramic cavalcade with original music 
and original script, casting 350 Liberty 
4:30 - 5:00 P.M. citizens 
; 1) FRED NAHAS, Narrator 
Conroe High School Band Concert 3 1S ile -Galleae Cubral Gros 
5:00 - 6:00 P.M. (2) Lou Mahan (Buff Stadium Organist) 


: é Oe ? 
Old-Time Medicine Show; professional and local oO RL 


talent; each show different INTERMISSION: 
; A. & M. COLLEGE AGGIELAND ORCHESTRA 
7:30 - 8:00 P.M. AND SHOW 
BAND CONCERT—PRAIRIE VIEW A. & M. 9:15 - 10:00 P.M. 
COLLEGE BAND LAST HALF—“CAVALCADE OF LIBERTY” 


ROY ROGERS, DALE EVANS 
And Two of Their Children 
VISIT BICENTENNIAL 

LOG CABIN ES. 
CONGRATULATE 


CITIZENS OF LIBERTY 


) 


{oreeRty was indeed honored in having Roy Rogers and Dale Evans, and two of their children, visit the 
Loy Cabin on March 2nd, 1950. «lt that tine Roy and Dale signed a Resolution in the Bicentennial Headquarters 
Log Cabin. The Resolution reads in part as follows: 


“KNOW ALI MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That we, Roy Rogers and Dale Evans, having gained 
first-hand knowledge and information of the historical sites in our tour of Liberty County today with our 
friend, Director General Bill Daniel, and having knowledge of the great significance of this Bicentennial Ob- 
servance to the people of this State, do by these presents wholeheartedly congratulate the Director General and 
the people of Liberty on the outstanding plans and program that have been arranged to date; that we endorse 
and approve said plans and extend every good wish for success in this Observance, and that copies of this 
Resolution be sent to the City of Liberty, Commissioners’ Court of Liberty County, ‘Texas, the Liberty Cham- 
ber of Commerce, and to our friend, Bill Daniel, Director General of the Liberty Bicentennial Observance.” 


Signed in the Bicentennial [leadquarters Log Cabin tnt 


Liberty, Tevras, on this the 2nd day of March, A.D. 1950 


pet a 


| 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 1956—INDEPENDENCE DAY 
COURTHOUSE SQUARE 


10:00 - 10:30 A.M. 


~ BAND CONCERT—STEPHEN F, AUSTIN 
LUMBERJACK BAND 


10:30 - 11:30 A.M. 
SPECIALTY ACTS: 


(1) “The Sentimentalists” (Girls’ Choral Group) 

(2) High-Kicking Chorus Line (Professionals) 

(3) Se ah Sheriff Phil Medlin, His Trick Horse and 
ogs 

(4) Chief Fresh Hour and the Tejas Indian Dancers 

(5) Six Burbank Cowgirl Trick Ropers 


11:30 - 12:00 A.M. 


OLD-TIME MEDICINE SHOW: 


(1) Grady Nutt, Baylor University Medicine Man 
(2) Moon Mullican of the Grand Ole Opry 

(3) Eva Hog‘an, the Original “Red Hot Mama of Songs” 
(4) THE BROWN BOYS—Western Band 

(5) Singers, Dancers and Choruses 


1:30 - 2:00 P.M. 
LAMAR COLLEGE CARDINAL BAND CONCERT 


2:00 - 3:00 P.M. 


OLD- TIME MEDICINE SHOW;; different local and 
professional talent each show 


3:00 - 4:30 P.M. 
INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE: 


(1) Led by A. & M. COLLEGE 240-PIECE BAND 
(2) 120 A. & M. College Ross Volunteers (Honor Guard) 
(8) PRICE DANIEL, U.S. Senator, Parade Marshal 


(4) The Eight LIBERTY pees (on Beautifully- 
Decorated Floats) 

(6) The 338 TEXAS BE LLES (Sn Beautiful Floats) 

(6) Col. Homer Garrison, Texas Department of Public 
Safety 


(7) J. Pabst—16-Passenger Stage Coach and Four-Up 
Team 


(8) Stephen F. Austin College Lumberjack Band 

(9) Harris County Sheriff’s Mounted Posse 

(10) Broderson Stage Coach and Four-Up Team 

(11) Lamar. College 70-Piece Cardinal Band 

(12) Horseless Carriage Club of Texas 

(18) Antique Car Club of Texas 

(14) Texas Range Riders (22 Mounted Horsemen) 

(15) Liberty High School Band (All High School 
Students. Marching) 

(16) Ferris Brick Company (Eight-Mule Hitch) 

(17) Appaloosa Horse Club of Texas 

(1%) Reese Lockett, the SALT GRASS TRAIL RIDERS 
AND WAGON TRAIN 

(19) Pasadena Mounted Quadrille 

(20) Conroe High School Band 


ay Ore. 


(21) 
(22) 
(23) 


(24) 
(25) 
(26) 
(27) 
(28) 
(29) 
(30) 


(31) 
(32) 
(33) 
(34) 
(35) 
(36) 
(37) 
(38) 
(39) 
(40) 
(41) 
(42) 


(43) 
(44) 
(45) 
(46) 
(47) 
(48) 
(49) 
(50) 


U.S. SENATOR PRICE DANIEL 


Liberty Catholic Schoo] Band 
Baytown High School Band 


Burbank Boosters (74 Girls in Costume, 40 Baton 
Twirlers, 6 Acrobats, 2 Clowns and 6 Trick Ropers) 


Dayton High School Band 

BIG THICKET TREK (Wagon Train and pecetes 
Orange County Sheriff’s Posse 

Liberty Junior High School Band 

Orange County Junior Sheriff’s Posse 
Hull-Daisetta High School Band 


SAM HOUSTON RIDERS (Wagon Train and 
Riders)’ 


Saratoga High School Band 

Cleveland High School Band 

Angelina County Mounted Quadrille 

Mont Belvieu High School Band 

Fort Anahuac Riders (Wagon Train and Riders) 
East Chambers (Winnie-Stowell) High School Band 
LaPorte Cattleman’s Posse 

Anahuac High School Band 

Eagle Lake High School Band 

Girl Scouts of America 

Boling High School Band 

ne High School Band, Clowns, Lions and Roping 
rirls 

Kountze High School Band 

Cedar Bayou High School Band 

Katy High School Band 

School Clubs Features 

Alvin High School Band 

Liberty Colored High School Band 

Prairie View A. & M. College 70-Piece Band 
Prairie View A. & M. College Precision ROTC Drill 
Team (41 Cadets) 


s4TURDAY, afc 4 itse—cCVDRPENDENCE DAY (Conanueg) 


JAN GARBER 


4:30 - 5:00 P.M. 


ELLINGTON FIELD AIR FORCE BAND CON- 


CERT ON COURTHOUSE SQUARE 
5:00 - 5:30 P.M. 


Burbank Boosters Show (74 Girls in Costume, 40 


Baton Twirlers, 6 Acrobats, 6 Trick 
Ropers, 2 Clowns) 


5:30 - 7:30 P.M. 


SPECIAL ACTS ON COURTHOUSE SQUARE: 


(1) 
(2) 


(3) 
(4) 


(5) 


Superb Old-Time Medicine Show; new talent with 


each show 

Shafer’s Select Carnival; 40 shows, 10 rides, 12 
ponies, specialty acts 

Enlarged Texas Wildlife Show 

Historical records, collections, exhibits, ete., in 
Justice Court Room 

Chief Big Buck and His Real Live Indian Village; 
weaving, stringing beads, pottery, ete. 


INFORMATION AND TICKET 
HEADQUARTERS: 


BICENTENNIAL LOG CABIN 


Northeast Corner of 


THE COURTHOUSE SQUARE 


“CAVALCADE OF LIBERTY” 
HIGH SCHOOL STADIUM 


7:15 - 7:45 P.M. 
BAND CONCERT—A, & M. COLLEGE 240-PIECE 
BAND 


7:45 - 8:00 P.M. 
PRESENTATION OF LIBERTY BELLES AND 
THXAS BELLES 
8:00 - 8:45 P.M. 
FIRST HALF—‘CAVALCADE OF LIBERTY” 
A historic, panoramic cavalcade with original 
music and original script, casting 350 
Liberty citizens ? 


(1) FRED NAHAS, Narrator 
(2) Lamar College Choral Group 
(3) Lou Mahan (Buff Stadium Organist) 


8:45 - 9:15 P.M. 
INTERMISSION: 
JAN GARBER and Orchestra; Floor Show, Fea- 
turing Corrine Wyland and Larry Dean 


9:15 - 10:00 P.M. 


LAST HALF—“CAVALCADE OF LIBERTY’ 


10:00 P.M. - ’TIL— 
THE GRAND FINALE—Four Colorful Balls 


(1) “INDEPENDENCE BALL” at High School Gym- 
nasium—JAN GARBER and His Orchestra (Re- 
enacting the first Independence Ball held in Liberty 
119 years ago that same night) — 

(a) .Presentation of Liberty and Texas Belles and 
Their Escorts, with 120 Gallant A. & M. College 
Ross Volunteers as Honor Guard 

(2) “TRAIL-BLAZERS’ Ball” at City Hall; Square 
Dance, 8:00-10:30 p.m.; Western Dance, 10:30 ’til. 
Fire Department, Sponsor 

(3) “LIBERTY BELLE BALL” at Magnolia Ridge 
Country Club with Stephen F, Austin Lumberjack 
16-Piece Dance Orchestra; for the Liberty and Texas 
Belles, Their Escorts and the Younger Set ONLY. 
Sponsor, the Liberty Senior P.-T.A. 

(4) “TRINITY RIVER BALL” at the Colored High 
School Gymnasium, with the Famous Prairie View 
A. & M. College 17-Piece Dance Band 


FRED NAHAS 
Radio Executive 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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The LIBERTY BICENTENNIAL OBSERVANCE x PA 8 


Presenting 


“CAVALCADE OF LIBERTY” 


Historical Pageant With Drama, Music and Dance 


THE DIRECTOR: Mrs. Henry L,. Langford, Liberty, Texas 
THE NARRATOR: Mr. Fred Nahas, Houston, Texas 


THE ‘TIME; From 1756 to 1836 
PH 0) Gy Ca) Oe Liberty—and the Lower Trinity River 


Region of Texas 
THE SCENES 


Act i 


Prologue: Cavalcade of riders depicting Indian, Spanish, French and colonists, 


Scene 1: Indian village of the Orcoquisa tribe on Lower Trinity, 

Scene 2: Indian conch dance. 

Scene 3: Spaniards visit the village of Orcoquisa. 

Scene 4: Green corn dance. 
} Scene 5: Mission of Nuestra Senora de la Luz. 
Scene 6: Attempt by Spanish to teach Indians, with resultant Indian resistance. 
)} Scene 7: Execution of Spanish soldiers for misconduct. 
Scene 8: Grief and desolation of Indian. 
, Scene g: “Champ d’Asile”, French settlement at Liberty, founded by Gen. Lallemand. 

INTERMISSION 
Act Il 


Scene 1: Colonization of Trinity by Anglo-Americans. 


Scene 2: Hugh B. Johnston’s house in Liberty; Sam Houston a visitor; colonists sign petition to Mexican 
government for land titles. 


Scene 3: Fort Anahuac, where Colonel Bradburn imprisons Liberty citizens. 
Scene 4: Citizens march to Anahuac; Turtle Bayou Resolutions. 
Scene 5: Lelease of the prisoners; arrest of Bradburn. 
Scene 6: The Runaway Scrape; Battle of San Jacinto. 
| Scene 7: News of victory is brought to colonists. 
| Scene 8: Liberty citizens A. B. Hardin, M. B. Menard and James B. Woods signing Texas Declaration of 


Independence. 


CHORUS: Lamar College Choir, Beaumont, Texas 
Mr. George Parks, Director 


INDIAN AND PIRATE DANCERS: Jones School of the Dance, Beaumont, Texas 
Miss Zelma Jones, Director 

ORGANIST: Mrs. Lou Mahan, Houston, Texas 

SCRIPT: Miss Adeline Salter, Beaumont, Texas 


eiies 


MRS. BILL DANIEL 


DIRECTOR GENERAL’S 
ASSISTANTS 
Mrs. Bill Daniel 
Garth Christopher 
First Assistant 
Mrs. Cynthia Boudreaux 
Personal Secretary 
Wyatt Bell 
Miss Mary O. Lilyerstrom 
Will Danicl 


Director 
Mrs. Henry L. Langford 
Narrator 
Fred Nahas 
Stage Managers 
Dale Alford 
~ Mut! Carlton 
Co-Chairmen 
Set Designers 
Charles Hubbard 
Joe J. Jones, Jr. 
Jessie Muore 
Co-Chairmen 


MARY O. LILYER 


GUIDE FOR HISTORICAL TOURS 


Mrs. Kenneth Dismukes 
Chairman 


Mrs. Prentiss. Baillio 
Mrs. E. W. McLendon 
Mrs. C. O. Roberts 
Mrs. Harold Wait 
Mrs. C. M. Willoughby, Jr. 


REO) 


STROM 


Miss Arlene Pickett 
Miss Martha Mahavier 
Mrs. A. L. Delaney 
Mrs. Frank Duke 
Mrs. ©. C. Marsh - 
Pes conGalraatiart 
Mrs. L. T. Dismukes 
Mrs. Johnny Barthc'omew 


WILL DANIEL MRS. HENRY L. LANGFORD 


“CAVALCADE OF LIBERTY” COMMITTEES 


Casting 
Mrs. Alex Waugh, Jr. 
Mrs. FE. W. Pickett, Jr. 
.Co-Chair'men 
Properties 
R. S. Boudreaux 
D. P. Hooper 
_ Co-Chairmen 
Lighting 
Lowell Townsend 
Chorus 
Lamar College Choir 
George Parks, Director 


Music 
Miss Miriam Partlow 
Julius Vassallo 
Co-Chairmen 
Musical Script 
Mrs. Julius Vassallo. 
Julius Vassallo 
Co-Chairmen 
Lighting Equipment 
Harry Little 
Stage Lighting Co. 
Electrical Engineer 
Marvin Gilliland 


Jones School of the Dance 
Zelma Jones, Director 


BICENTENNIAL 
HISTORICAL 


Mrs. Myra K. Slover 
Chairman 


Miss Bessie Partlow 
Co-Chairman 
Miss Loas Holt 
Miss Arlene Pickett 
Mrs. J. C. Smyth 
Watson Neyland 
Marvin C. Burch 
Mrs. Frank Gay 


Sound Engineer 
James Buchanan 
Organist 
Mrs. Lou Mahan 
Script 
Adeline Salter 
Dances 
Joe B. Finley 
Mrs. Joe B. Finley 
Mrs. John McGrath 
Co-Chairmen 


LIBERTY BICENTENNIAL OBSERVANCE COMMITTEES 


DALE ALFORD 


DECORATIVE FLOAT 


Mrs. Olive Hamilton 
Cecil Finley 
Co-Chairmen 


Miss Joe Ann Hartel 
Mrs. Junior Lloyd 
Mrs. C. M. Willoughby, Jr. 
Mrs. Walter Florence 
Mr. and Mrs, Wylie Russell 
Mrs. Helen Rowe 
Miss Betty Letzig 
Mrs. Harry Madison 
Junior Lloyd 


YORE ay 


JESSIE MOORE 


PRE-REPUBLIC 
HOMESTEAD MARKERS 


W. D. Partlow 
Chairman 
H. O. Compton 
R. G. Partlow 
A. E. Bush 
Kenneth Dismukes 
J. Roy Slover 
Garth Christopher 


« 


MURL CARLTON 


CHARLES HUBBARD 


BICENTENNIAL GOODWILL TOURS 


Will M. Hamilton 
W. E. McLendon 
Co-Chairmen 
R. T. Grimes 
C. A. Miles 
W. C. Lee 
T. J. Hightower 
F. K. Dougharty 
W. 0. Mearns, Sr. 
H. L. McGuire 
Joe B. Farvis 
Howard Bailey 
Louis Johnson 


*, a 
Sees ae 


MRS. E. W. PICKETT. JR. 


“CAVALCADE” 


ADVANCE TICKET SALES 


Mrs. J. V. Shauberger 
B. M. LaF our 
Co-Chairmen 

All Civie Clubs, 
Lodges, 
Schools and 
Organizations 


BE. W. McLendon 
C. T. Golden 
A. E. McGinty 
Joe Burns 
_ Leo C. Blake 
R. R. (Todd) Lawrence 
Bill Griffin 
Mrs. A. S. Partain 
Mis. L. V. Hightower 
C. B. Cain 
Horace Pickett 
George Bruce 
Paul Crutchfield 


SQ: - SS 


R. S. BOUDREAUX 


LOCATION, REMARKING OF 
ATASCOSITO ‘TRAIL 


Ross Partlow 
Chairman 
Hugh McManus 
J. F. Richardson 
Jack McManus 
R. G. Partlow 
H. O. Compton 


JOE J. JONES, JR. 


SOUVENIR AND NOVELTY 
R. M. McNeel 
Chairman 
H. C. Patton 


Tugger LaFour 
Everett Cain 


' PUBLICITY 


J. C. Smyth 

‘Chairman 

Orlan Jones 
W.L. Atkinson 
Marlin Brooks 


D. P. HOOPER 


VOLUNTEER BEARD 
GROWING CONTEST 
Audie Creel 
Chairman 


Ray DeBoard 
Orville Neeley 
Perry Spell 
W. L.. Atkinson 
Marlin Brooks 


MISS MIRIAM PARTLOW 


HISTORICAL RELICS— 
LOG CABIN 


Sam Partlow 
Chairman 
Mrs. Myrtle Chambers 
J. R. Roper 
Dick Partlow 


MARVIN GILLILAND 


INDIAN ACTIVITIES 


Charley Jones 
Wyman Windham, Jr. 
Co-Chairmen 
J. D. Kirkindall 
Mrs. Eva Roberts 
T. L. Buchanan 
T. E. Lewis 


JULIUS VASSALLO 


DAWN SALUTE 


Clarence Cain 
Tom Odell 
Co-Chairmen 
John McGrath 
Frank Speer 
Edward L. Aycock 
John P. Bailey 
R. A. Buchanan 
Pat Pickett 


JAMES BUCHANAN 


LUNCHEON AND RECEPTION 
Mrs. H. L. McGuire, Sr. 


Mrs. Mayes Middleton 
Mrs. Harry Lloyd McGuire 
Co-Chairmen 
Mrs. W. H. Drushel 
Mrs. V. R. Burch 
Mrs. A. E. McGinty 


Oe Ad ae 


MRS. JULIUS VASSALLO 


LOG CABIN 
RECEPTIONISTS 


Mrs. Dessie Shattuck 
Chairman 


Mrs. Valentine Mitchell 
Mrs. Frank Griffin 
Miss Martha Mahavier 
Mrs. Ann Wells 
Mrs. Myrtle Chambers 


JOE B. FINLEY 


Mrs. C. O. Roberts 
Miss’ Lee. Arnold 
Mrs. C. A. Miles 
Mrs. C. L. Watts 
Mrs. Ray Alford 


LOWELL TOWNSEND 


HISTORICAL MONUMENT 


ERECTION 
J. Roy Slover 
Chairman 
Donald Tims 


H. C. McCarty, Jr. 
Jim Clark 


MRS. JOE B. FINLEY 


Mrs. Thomas A. Wheat 


Mrs. R. C. Bellamy 
Mrs. Paul Arnold 
Mrs. W. J. Woolsey 


Mrs. Henry L. Lewis 


Nelson Waldrop 
Wyatt Bell 
Joe B. Farris 
Ted Ziller 
D. L. Hardin 
W. Z. Trotti 


AUDIE CREEL 


T. W. Mullins 
Cecil Tate 
Howard Guy 
W. C. Lee 
“Harry Madison 
Ben Pickett 


y 1 pada 


MISS BESSIE PARTLOW CECIL FINLEY R. M. McNEEL 


CONCESSION TICKET SALES—Liberty Lisns Club 


Oscar Griffin, Sr. Ray . DeBoard W. C. Crawley 
L. Q. VanDeventer, Jr. Don Parker Roy Lyons 
E. C. Majors R. D. Richardson E. L. Brown 

L. F. Hamilton W. D. Partlow Donald Tims 

M. J. Leonard J. D. Root E. F. Gibson 
Otis King Hollis Duke Pat Pickett 


ee 


WILL M. HAMILTON W. E. McLENDON MRS. J. V. SHAUBERGER 


CONCESSION TICKET SALES—Liberty Lions Club (Continued) 


C. J. Raggio D. W. Syphrett Harry Mahoney 

W. H. Coalson A. B. Middleton C. C, Marsh 

Robert Thomas J. B. Morrow Re ee Biers 

J. W. Robbins S, B. Griffin Doyle Trevathan 
Joe McGee Marvin M. Henry Max Hardy 

P. S. Shepherd Preston Johnson T. I’, Calhoon, Jr. 


ay ee 


MRS. KENNETH DISMUKES 


Mrs. T. O. Davis 
Mrs. Chas. W. Fisher, Sr. 
Mrs. Mayes Middleton 
Co-Chairmen 

Mrs. W. D. Partlow 

Mrs. E. W. Pickett, Jr. 
Mrs. Paul Arnold 

L. Q. VanDeventer, Jr. 


# 


B. M. LaFOUR 


BILLBOARD ADVERTISING 


G. Li. Hart 
Chairman 
Osear Griffin, Sr. 
Mrs. Harry W. Archer 
Junior Lloyd 
Oscar Farquhar 
Hollis Duke 
J Dy Clay 
tT. Kk. Lewis 
Johnny Grivich 
Doyle Trevathan 
G. Teur 


LIBERTY BICENTENNIAL OBSERVANCE COMMITTEES 


W. D. PARTLOW 


TOWN CLEAN-UP AND BEAUTIFICATION 


J. Co. SMYTH 


J. ROY SLOVER 


Dr. A. L. Delaney 
Chairman 

Dr. D. P. Schulz 

STREET DECORATION 


C. M. Willoughby, Jr. 
Al Simmons 
Miss Nettie Smith 
Mrs. T. J. Haberle 
Mrs. M. E. Shelton 


Mrs. David McCollum Milton Kay 
Nathan Waldman Chairman 
John McGrath Mrs. W. G. Arnold 
Mrs. W. J. Woolsey R. M. MeNeel 


* 


SAM PARTLOW 


TEXAS WILDLIFE 
SHOW RECEPTION 


Bennie Rusk 
R. R. (Todd) Lawrence 
Co-Chairmen 


TREASURER 
A. J. Hartel, Jr. 


AUDITOR 


Paul Arnold Coyle Harrison 
Bubba Arnold 
Guy DeVore 
O. F. Holstead 
C. J. Raggio 
Paul Blansett 
Dro RB. Perry 
C. A. Miles, Jr. 


SOLICITOR OF FUNDS 
W. O. Mearns, Jr. 


CLARENCE D. CAIN 


HEALTH AND SANITATION 


ROSS PARTLOW 


LIBERTY BICENTENNIAL OBSERVANCE COMMITTEES 


ee 


TOM ODELL MRS. DESSIE SHATTUCK 


CHARLEY JONES WYMAN WINDHAM, JR. 


ANTIQUE CAR 
RECEPTION 


Jack Dearmore 


FERRIS BRICK CO. MULE 
TEAM RECEPTION 


A. R. Milentz, Jr. 


SCRAP BOOK 
Mrs. Charles Hubbard 


Chairman Chairman Chairman 
Ray Bowles Eli Rich Mrs. Percy Bartlam 
Booster Hosea J. W. Robbins Charles Hubbard 
Floyd Wait Hubert Sapp Joe J. Jones, Jr. 
Howard Guy Hub Purswell 


O. S. Beasley 


Poh are . 


MRS. MAYES MIDDLETON MRS. HARRY L. McGUIRE 


Zs 


MRS. T. 0. DAVIS MRS. CHAS. W. FISHER, SR. 


TRANSPORTATION LOCAL MUSIC 


Roy House Bill Draper 


Chairman 
Ben Erskins 
R. D. Richardson, Jr. 
Howard Kost 
W. G. Barber 
T. W. Mullins, Sr. 
Earl Atkins 
Mrs. J. B. Walker 
R. T. Grimes 


Neal Dickens 

Ey. L. Cheeney 
Robbie LaCour 
Howell Coker 

E. N. Tillman 
Harry Madison 
J. D. Saunders 

Bill Blake 

Nelson Waldrop 
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Miss Miriam Partlow 
Chairman 


Mrs. W. O. Mearns, Sr. 
Miss Yvonne Lewis 
Mrs. N. A. Allison 

Mrs. T. F. Calhoon, Jr. 

Miss Eleanor Mearns 
Mrs. Guy Million 
Mrs. Dorothy Ellis Prevost 


bMiBE REY BICANTENNIAL UbsrRVANCE COMMITTEES 


eo Oe 
M. J. LEONARD 


JOHN H. ROBERTSON MRS. A. 8S. PARTAIN MRS. HARRY W. ARCHER 


BUSINESS WINDOW 
DECORATIONS 


Mrs. Harry W. Archer 
Mrs. W. H. Coalson 
Co-Chairmen 
Mrs. Audie Creel 
Mrs. W. L. Franklin 
Mrs. R. T. Grimes 
Mrs. Guy Million 


POST-BICENTENNIAL | 
CLEAN-UP 
John H. Robertson 
Mrs. A. S. Partain 
Co-Chairmen 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL YOUTH PARTICIPATION 


Mrs. J. V. Shauberger 
Chairman 

Mrs. Charles LaCour 
Mrs. Faye Walker 

Mrs. Anna Bingham 
Mrs. Clarence Jack 
Mrs. Cecil Finley 

Mrs. J. D. Jett 


Mrs. Edna Grimes 
Mrs. Lloyd Kelley 
Mrs. Delilah Gillispie 
Mrs. Obie Bell 
Mrs. Shattie Dixon 
Mrs. B. Frank Johnson 
Miss Elizabeth Pillaert 
Mrs. Murl Carlton 
Paul Drawhorn 


Mizell Construction Co. 
Service Lumber Co. 
Windham & Sons, Inc. 
Texas Gulf Sulphur Co. 


MRS. ERNEST DUNN MRS. R. E. BIGGS 


JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 


PARTICIPATION 
Mrs. Joe B. Finley 
Chairman 
Mrs. H. G. Livingston 
Mrs. Cecil Tate 
Mrs. Gerald Maynard 
Miss Dovie Bradshaw 
Mrs. C, A. Wells 


GENERAL COSTUME 


Mrs. Reuben Allison 
Mrs. R. E. Biggs 
Co-Chairmen 
Mrs. T. J. Hightower 
Miss Nettie Smith 
Miss Pat Cowart 
Mrs, Jack Halfin 
Mrs. Paul Neyland 


Mrs. Frank Griffin 
Mrs. Marvin Henry 
Mrs. W. H. Blansett 


Miss Bernadine Pickett 
Mrs. Johnny Bartholomew 


Mrs. W. J. Woolsey 
Mrs. Nelson Waldrop 
Mrs. Bradford Pickett 


Mrs. E. W. Pickett, Jr. 


YOUTH PARTICIPATION 


M. J. Leonard 
Chairman 
C. R. Adams 
W. F. Odum 
Mrs. D. W. Syphrett 


-NITENNIAL OBSERVANCE. COMMITTEES 


‘hie 35 * ¢ ee 
PERCY BARTLAM MRS: LEO C. BLAKE BILL ROWE N. C. KERR 
] 
GIRL SCOUT ACTIVITIES BOY SCOUT ACTIVITIES 
HOUSING ART AND PARTICIPATION AND PARTICIPATION 
Mrs. Ernest Dunn. _. Mrs. Percy Bartlam Mrs. Leo C. Blake Bill Rowe 
Miss Joyce Calhoon Chairman Chairman N. C. Kerr 
Co-Chairmen Mrs. Robert Humphreys Mrs. Marie Monk Co-Chairmen 
Mrs. Nelson Waldrop Mrs. Frank Gay Bennie Rusk Floyd Telford 
Mrs. Robert Thomas Mrs. W. D. Partlow Audie Creel Jim Hale 
| Mrs. R. P. Hill, Jr. Mrs. Dorothy Ellis Prevost Felton Dennison Keith Flournoy 
Mrs. Bill Rowe Mrs. John Ager Orlan Jones W.N. Holt 
Mrs. T. W. Mullins, Jr. Mrs. Price Daniel Mrs. V. R. Bureh W. C. Lee 
Mrs. William Allison Miss Ellen Virginia Daniel Mrs. A. M. Cornelius Mrs. Cecil O. Bradburn 
Mrs. Paul Crutchfield Miss Martha Mahavier Leo C. Blake _ Mrs. Dan Collins 
Mrs. J. D. Jett Miss Bernadine Pickett Mrs. F. M. Odum Mrs. James H. Vanderhider 


Mrs. George Bruce 


Mrs. H. E. Leake 
Mrs. G. H. Stone 


G. L. HART W. H. COCHRAN W. G. BARBER A. J. HARTEL, JR. 


ADVANCE TICKET SALES BICENTENNIAL PROGRAM 


Mike Cochran Lodges Clubs Clubs 
BY, O- Barber T. J. Henderson Mrs. Gordon K.. Griffith Mrs. R. P: Hill, Jr. 
Co-Chairmen Masons Coterie Club Nu mets Peer of 
ill Clark, Likert reienks Ways Ren ain Mrs. Dale Alford Beta Sigma Phi 
Fteeaiae Bas | pee Wareneace Nu Rho Chapter of Mrs. W. H. Coalson 
ee piaties Dove Beta Sigma Phi Pilot Club 
Se Pare ‘ Schools Mrs. Harry W. Archer Paul Arnold 
Paul Daniels, Anahuac ; Trivium Club Kiwanis Club 
G. (Ox) Hinman, Anahuac Oe ee Dale Alford David McCollum 
N. A. Walker, Cleveland -aul Drawhorn Trinity Valley Players Optimist Club 
Clyde Pedigo, Hull Mrs. J. V. Shauberger Mrs. R. A. Buchanan Nelson Waldrop 
M. J. Leonard Junior Trivium Club Lions Club 
‘Mrs. Joe B. Finley John Bailey Milton Kay 
Vi cB OW Rotary Club 


LIBERTY BICENTENNIAL OBSERVANCE COMMITTEES 


PAUL ARNOLD W. O. MEARNS, JR. BENNIE RUSK R. R. (Todd) LAWRENCE 


SALT GRASS TRAIL FORT ANAHUAC RIDERS 
RECEPTION RECEPTION 
Phil Silva Dr. T. O. Davis Mayes Middleton Judge P. C. Matthews 
' EE. W. McLendon Allan Chambers W. J. Woolsey G. H. Cameron 
Co-Chairmen Joe Badders, Jr. Co-Chairmen Paul Neyland 
Dr. C. D. Victery Sam Bass Cc. L. Watts Mrs. Buck Eckols 
Mrs. C. D. Victery Mrs. Sam Bass Mrs. C. K. Boyt 


William Budewig 


MILTON KAY JOHN W. MECOM RAY WELCH 
SAM HOUSTON RIDERS HIGH SCHOOL BANDS GRAND OLE OPRY 
RECEPTION RECEPTION * RECEPTION 
H. G. Livingston W. Z. Trotti Boyd Kittell Ray Welch 
John W. Mecom Mrs. W. Z. Trotti Chairman Chairman 
Co-Chairmen J. W. Williamson V. C. McDonald, Jr. T. B. Presswood, Sr. 
Roy V. Lyons T. J. Haberle Jimmy Schmidt J. D. Ireland 
Mrs. Roy V. Lyons Felton Dennison 


=) 


ee 


J. M. RICH JOE B. 


| LIBERTY BELLE BALL 
Mrs. Harley McAdams 
Chairman 
Mrs. Edna Lee Hill 
Mrs. J. B. Blazek, Jr. 
Mrs. A. S. Harris 
Mrs. W. L. Smith 


THOMAS A. WHEAT 


GEORGE STONE 


FARRIS 


V. R. BURCH 


LIBERTY BICENTENNIAL OBSERVANCE COMMITTEES 


# 


TRAIL BLAZERS BALL 


Liberty 
Bob Martin, Chief 


Chairman 


H. E. Pyle 
James Canter 
J. E. Rogers 


C. B. McCulloch 


E. A. Reaves 


MRS. MARVIN M. HENRY 


Fire Department 


W. H. Coalson 
Guy Cornelius 
Lowell Townsend 
S. R. Johnson 
W. L. Hansbro 
Ben Pickett 
(Continued) 


TRAIL BLAZERS BALL—Liberty Fire Department (Continued) 


R. S. Boudreaux 
James Woolsey 
Marvin Smith 
Raymond Waldrop 
Dwight L. Buchanan 
Lee Roy Bracewell 
A. M. Cornelius 
T. W. Mullins, Jr. 
Coyle Johnson 


Tom Banks 


Reuben Allison 


Jack Halfin 
Ray Mason 
Steve Prevost 
Gene Swan 
C. Flynn 
Neal Humphrey 
LaGene Puckett 
R. M. McNeel 


s) ] 
te hes 


Dick Partlow 
Jack Bouslog, Jr. 
Don Patrick 
Clay Autery 
Biff Johnson 
Bob Farris 
T. J. Weaver 
Don H. Wilson 
Ray DeBoard 


E. W. PICKETT, JR. 


HOWARD BAILEY 
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E. W. McLENDON MAYES MIDDLETON W. J. WOOLSEY 


PHIL SILVA 
WAGON TRAIN STREET DANCE 
Liberty V.F.W. Post No. 5621 
Bill Clark John P. Bailey R. V. Hendrix C. Q. Roquemore 


W. S. Barnes 
Clarence D. Cain 
W. C. Crabb 
Paul Crutchfield 
Rayburn J. Cress 
John Danek 
Dr. A. L. Delaney 
Chas. W. Fisher, Jr. 


Jack Halfin 
Junior Lloyd 
T. C. Hatfield 
Otis King 
Harry T. Mahoney 
Lubie Nichols 
Raymond Oller 
Vernon F. Poole 


R. E. Stone 
C. E. Stanzel 
Floyd Telford 
J. L. Terrell 
Hubert Taylor, Jr. 
Marvin Waldman 
Earl Worthy 
J. C. (Zeke) Zbranek 


Frank Speer 
Co-Chairmen 
M. E. Shelton 
W. R. Billingsley 
F. T. Ball 
Edward L. Aycock 
Thomas M. Blake 


L. J. Blanchard 


& “ttt SRN 
MRS. CHARLES HUBBARD 


PIONEER DAY PARADE 


_Dempsie Henley 
Chairman 
D. H. Locke 
Turner Henley 
W. EF. (Whit) Daniels 
O. L. Huggins 
Roy Pitre: 
David McCollum 


MISS MARY BELLE KOENIG MRS. BRADFORD PICKETT 


AMY s a 


INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE 


Reuben Allison 
Chairman 
Alex Waugh, Jr. 
Cosimo. Rizzo 
Mrs. Cosimo Rizzo 
William H. Wade 
Mrs. William H. Wade 
Paul Moore 


Mrs. Paul Moore 
William Allison 
Mrs. William Allison 
R. V. Thomas, Jr. 
Mrs. R. V. Thomas, Jr. 
Marvin M. Henry 
L. E. Robinson, Sr. 
Mrs. L. E. Robinson, Sr. 


— ~~ eee 


: Masa 


web Nink ObEORVANCE COMMITTEE: 


g 


MRS. JOE B. FARRIS MRS. W. G. WOODS, JR. MISS ELEANOR MEARNS BUCK ECKOLS 


INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE 


INDEPENDENCE BALL OLD-TIME MEDICINE SHOW DAY PARADE 
Escorts Henry L. Langford Chas. W. Fisher, Jr. 
Mrs. Bradford Pickett Miss Mary Belle Koenig Chairman 
Chairman Co-Chairmen R. R. (Todd) Lawrence 
Texaseienies Mrs. Dorothy Ellis Prevost hae: Bohanan 
} Musical Director H. E. Theiss 
| Mrs. Joe B. Farris : 
| ef ort. Charles Morrow T. W. Sherman 
Mrs. W. G. Woods, Jr. 
sts Stage Manager W. H. Drushel 
Co-Chairmen Mor sia 
. Bf: Noo Kerr organ Gilliland 
| Liberty Belles Electrician 


Miss Eleanor Mearns 
Chairman 


DEMPSIE HENLEY 


a oe WAGON TRAINS 


Fort Anahuae (South) Salt Grass Trail (West) Big Thicket Trek (East) Sam Houston Riders (North) 
(First Skirmish of (San Jacinto (Runaway Scrape) (Stage Coach Road to 
| Texas Revolution) Battle Grounds) Bill Daniel Fredonian Rebellion) — 1 
Buck Eckols Reese Lockett Trail Boss Elmo W. Weisinger, Sr. 
C. K. Boyt Trail Boss Hale Johnston, Jr. Clyde Young 
Ernest Black E. H. Marks Will Danie} Dempsie Henley 
Alkert Moore Pat Flaherty Jim Sartwelle Jim Sterling 


John W. Mecom Gus Harris 
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CHAS. W. FISHER, JR. REUBEN ALLISON MRS. A. O. SITTON MRS. DON SCHULZ 


INDEPENDENCE BALL 


Mrs. A. O. Sitton Ray DeBoard Johnny Grivich 
Mrs. Don Schulz Marvin Gilliland H. S. Cress 
Co-Chairmen A. R. Milentz, Jr. Audie Creel 
Mrs. F. K. Dodge James Canter Reuben Allison 
Mrs. B. M. LaFour Mrs. James Canter W. R. Billingsley 
Decorations T. W. Mullins, Jr. Mrs. J. D. Ireland 
Johnny Bartholomew Mrs. W. G. Barber 


Mrs. Allan Chambers 
' Mrs. C. W. Castle 
S. G. Ratcliff © 


Mrs. Pat Johnson Mrs. Joe Blake 
Cosimo Rizzo Mrs. A. L. Delaney 
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FRANK SPEER MRS. HARLEY McADAMS ERNEST DUNN . - BOB MARTIN 


SQUARE DANCE 


R. S. Boudreaux Albert Reid E. L. Brownson 
Ernest Dunn Mrs. Albert Reid Mrs. BE. L. Brownson 
Co-Chairmen Roy Morgan C. L. -Watts 
T. B. Luther Mrs. Roy Morgan Mrs. C. L. Watts 

Mrs. T. B. Luther Thomas L. Delk F. K. Dodge 
Son Thornton Mrs. Thomas L. Delk Mrs, F. K. Dodge 

Mrs. Son Thornton T. W. Mullins Mrs. A. L. Billingsley 


Mrs, T. W. Mullins 
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H. G. LIVINGSTON 


JACK DEARMORE 


E. W. Pickett, Jr. 
Thomas A. Wheat 
Co-Chairmen 
Wyman Windham, Jr. 
Alex Waugh, Jr. 
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BAYLOR UNIVERSIFY 


BAND RECEPTION 


J. M. Rich 
Joe B. Farris 
Co-Chairmen 
J. C. Smyth 
Dr. Frank Griffin 
Mrs. J. D. Jett 
Dr BD. Pe Schulz 
R. E. Biggs 
Mrs. Felton Dennison 
Dr. R. O. Clements 


UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 


BAND RECEPTION 


BOYD KITTELL 


H. G. Livingston 
R. A. Buchanan 
Henry L. Lewis 
Bradford Pickett 
Preston Johnson 


MRS. ALEX WAUGH, JR. MRS. W. H. COALSON 


OBSERVANCE COMMITTEES 


A. & M. BAND, ROSS VOLUNTEERS, ORCHESTRA 
AND SINGING CADETS RECEPTION 


Bob Harris 
Dale Grantham 
M. G. Bell 
William Budewig 
Sonny Barrier 
Dick Partlow 
G. L. Hart 
Marvin M. Henry 
V. R. Burch, Jr. 
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Jim Sterling 
“V. R. Burch 
Co-Chairmen 


Jimmie Bertman 
L. A. Scott 
Harley McAdams 
C. M. Willoughby, Jr. 
E. V. (Pat) Boyt 


A. R. MILENTZ, JR. 


STEPHEN F. 
BAND 


George Stone 
Mrs. Marvin M. Henry 
Co-Chairmen 
Rev. Archie Fleming 
Marlin Brooks 


Miss Dovie Bradshaw 


ROY HOUSE 


AUSTIN COLLEGE 
RECEPTION 


Howard Nail 
Mrs. G. E. Bruce 
Harry Williams 
Gerald Maynard 
Paul Drawhorn 

Don Hughes 
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MRS. ELNETT PARTLOW 


MISS LOAS HOLT HARRY W. ARCHER ALEX WAUGH, JR. 


ELLINGTON FIELD 


BIG THICKET TREK AIR FORCE BAND 


HOMECOMING INVITATION RECEPTION RECEPTION 
Mrs. Elnett Partlow Mrs. Camille Yarbrough Harry W. Archer Vernon F. Poole 
Miss Loas Holt Mrs. Ross Partlow Alex Waugh, Jr. M. E. Shrader 
Co-Chairmen Mrs. E. W. Pickett Co-Chairmen Co-Chairmen 
Mrs. T. J. Hightower Mrs. V. R. Burch V. R. Burch Bill Davis 


Mrs. Jewell Rodgers 
Mrs. Anna Bunn 
Mrs. Jack Miller 

Mrs. Virgie Riviere 

C. R. Wilson 
Mrs. C. R. Wilson 


W. G. WOODS, JR. 


LAMAR COLLEGE 
BAND RECEPTION 


Howard Bailey 
W. G. Woods, Jr. 
Co-Chairmen 
Audie Creel 
Mrs. Ben Pickett 
J. D. Root 
Joe Blake 
Sterling Griffin 
Mrs. Delbert Randolph 


Mrs. Flo Fisher Locke 
C. F. Steusoff 
Mrs. C. F. Steusoff 
Miss Edaline DeBlane 
Mrs. Fannie Sneed 
Miss Josie Tevis 
Mrs. Garth Christopher 


CHAP. B. CAIN 


SAM HOUSTON COLLEGE 


BAND RECEPTION 


Chap. B. Cain 
John Ager 
Co-Chairmen 


A. E. Bush 
Mrs. W. O. Mearns, Jr. 
Miss Joe Ann Hartel 
Mrs. Arthur McGuire 
Mrs. Don Schulz 
Mrs. Tom Odell 
Mrs. Bradford Pickett 
W. J. Harlan 
Adrian Cooley 
Cecil Finley 


Jerry Karkowski 
Mrs. Jerry Karkowski 
T. F. Calhoon, Jr. 
D. W. Syphrett 
Mrs. D. W. Syphrett 
Ward Brand 
E. V. (Pat) Boyt 


JOHN AGER 


VERNON F. POOLE 


Mrs. Bill Davis 
Cosimo Rizzo 
Frank Turner 
Harry W. Archer 
Ben Pickett 
T. F. Calhoon, III 


BICENTENNIAL RIVER ACTIVITIES 


Frank Farmer 
Chairman 


Don Walker 


Omer Howard Campbell 


J. G. Bell 
Louis Sanford 
L. H. Vincent 

J. B. Blazek, Jr. 
Ford Powell 


Curtis Stewart 


Dr. Reginald Wilson 


Willie Krebs 
Noble Jennings 
Willie Rush 
Thad Felton 
Fred Hartman 
Nelson McElroy 
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W. P. (Red) ROSE 


J. D. PARKER 
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FRANK FARMER 


M. E. SHRADER 


TRAFFIC AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 


Traffic and Law Enforcement 


W. P. (Red) Rose Jim Wright, Liberty 

J. D. Parker Jess Crain, Daisetta 
Co-Chairmen Tommy Waring, Dayton 
Reid Mathews, Liberty Marvin Smith, Cleveland 
Jay Brown, Liberty Lee Roy Bracewell, Liberty 

Irvin LaFour, Liberty Otis Coleman, Daisetta 


Highway Patrol Division 
Captain Luther C. Moore 
Commander, Beaumont District 


Lt. C. L. Russell, Beaumont 
Sgt. T. F. Carey, Beaumont 


Patrolmen 
P. A. Price, Jr., Liberty 
G. R. Prater, Dayton 
A. E. Roberts, Dayton 


State Game Wardens 


J. D. Clay 
Buck Short 


Federal Game Wardens 


Garth Christopher 
Joe Matlock 


Liberty Police Department 
Chief M. M. Tippit 


Security Division 
Bob Martin, Chairman Howard Pyle 


D. Halyard Jesse Bell 
Eddie Rogers James Canter 


LIBERTY BICENTENNIAL OBSERVANCE—COLORED ACTIVITIES 


Religious Program Committee 


Rev. C. L. Peters Rev. Nelson Godfrey 

Chairman Rev. Richard Ayers 

Miss Mamie E. Baldwin Rey. O. G. Beasley 
Mrs. Ella Mae Green Rev. J. M. Redmon 

Music Co-Chairmen Rev. N. C. Simmons 
Rev. L. L. Jones 


Carnival and Concession Committee 


Ham Randolph 
Luther Wells, Sr. 
Edward Wickliff 

Norah George 
Dudley Melonson 

Howard Dutton 


Emile Fontenot 
Chairman 
John L. Freeman 
Alton Donatto 
Mason Fontenot 


Prairie View A. & M. College 
Reception Committee 
EK. A. Palmer 
Chairman 
T. L. Johnson 


Mrs. Roberta J. Moore 
Mrs. Hester Keener 


Trinity River Ball and 
Housing Committee 
V. E. Tinsley Mrs. Mamie S. Baldwin 
Chairman Housing 
Theron Butler Miss E. L. Lewis 
Miss Bobby Jean Morris Decorations 
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Parking, Law Enforcement 
Committee 
Bennie Williams 
Chairman 
T. T. Trahan 


Wallace Fontenot 
Arthur Thibadeaux °* 


Gail Hudson 
Tyler 
Mrs. 
W. H. Hudson, Jr. 


TEXAS BELLES AND LIBERTY BELLES 


Coleen Phelan 
Beaumont 


Mr. and Mrs. 
A. M. Phelan 


Billie Sue Beall 
Nacogdoches 


Mr. and Mrs. 
Robbie Beall 


Elaine Mitchell 
Navasota 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Grover Mitchell 


Sheryl Sikes 
Houston 


Mr. and Mrs. 
C. R. Sikes 


Ellen Jane Leister Mary Byram Jessie Ann Siler Binnie Anne Dansby 
Orange Port Arthur La Marque Bryan 
Mr. and Mrs. Dr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. 
C. N. Leister Dan H. Byram H. E. Siler R. C. Dansby 


Casseday Jule Menke 


Pasadena 


Mr. and Mrs. 
A. F. Menke 


Patricia Ann Garrett 


Jasper 
Mr. and Mrs. 
F. P. Garrett 


Barbara Lynn Ferguson 
Conroe 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Fr. M. Ferguson 
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Seta Earle Triplett 
~ Woodville 


Mr. and Mrs. 
Chuck Stamps 


Nancy Cheek 
Newgulf 
Mr, and Mrs. 
J. W. Cheek 


TEXAS BELLES AND LIBERTY BELLES 


‘Sidney Ann Brewer Anne Maria Brock Lucy Ann Stallworth Joy Anderson Betty Waggoner 


Crockett Livingston Baytown Lufkin Texas City 
Mr. and Mrs. Dr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. 
A. S. Brewer J. G. Brock Dan Stallworth J. A. Anderson A. B. Waggoner 


Charlotte Ann Lindsay Marcus Ann Langston Marion Jane Merritt Sara Ann Guidry 
Huntsville Mont Belvieu Anahuae Saratoga 
Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles S. Lindsay Marcus Langston A. R. Merritt E. H. Guidry: 


Dianne Jones Frances Townlin Libby Jean Williams Marion West Shelia Murphy 


Sour Lake Batson Kountze ; Cleveland Silsbee 
Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. Mr, and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. 
A. J. Jones Kk. Townlin R. T. Williams Lyle West A. G. Murphy 
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TEXAS BELLES AND LIBERTY BELLES 


Barbara Eileen Reidland Janell Farris Anne Rowlett Nancy Elkins. 
Dayton Daisetta Hardin Devers 

Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. 

Floyd Reidland John Farris H. L. Rowlett R. L. Elkins 
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Billie Alice Welch Peggy Griffin Lleyd Ann Browning Olga Jean Christopher Laura Jane Finley : 
Raywood Liberty Optimist Club Liberty High School Liberty Pilot Chib Liberty Rotary Club | 
Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. 
CNY ClCH 2 it ss Osear Griffin, Sr. L. E. Browning Garth Christopher Joe B. Finley 


| 
Mary Elizabeth Biggs Joann Altenturg June Ann Mitchell Nancy Yvonne Davis 
Liberty Lions Club Liberty Kiwanis Club Liberty High School Liberty High School 
Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. 
1 R. de. Biggs W. Tl. Altenburg William W, Mitchell }). W. Davis 
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LIBERTAD 


f By Bitt CLarK 


Written Expressly for the Bicentennial of Liberty, Texas 


April 18-21, 1956 
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Tune up your banjos, 

And light up your pipes, 
Scan countless cantos 

That history types. 


The Trinity spread out in vicious currents snarled 

With silt, but buoyant, skimming on the crest, canoes 

Conveyed the bright-eyed, red-skinned inquiries, the 
guarled 

Tree-carriers contained, and no one could refuse. 


Chevalier de la Salle had paid the price of fame, 

But members of his vaunted band walked on these 
shores 

The while they blotted out that which appeared fair 
game, 

And added armaments of booty to their stores. 


The Orcoquisa were here where stands this giant oak, 

They bartered and they fought with men in France's 
mail ; . 

And expeditions here upended, fell and broke 

The virgin earth, blood spilled upon this conquest trail. 


Ditty, won't you sing? 
Sing it loud and clear— 
Wild geese on the wing 
Honking everywhere. 


The Fathers came, their feet were dusty from the 
road 

That was no road, except it be cut from the land, 

And matins sounded, from their crude, mud-splashed 


abode 
This first bell-ringing coming from a Christian hand. 
ging g 


- Brave men, these few, and braver still the word they 
told 
For all to hear, no matter what the price they paid. 
Their eyes saw farther than a cache of Spanish gold, 
And all their energies were given, unafraid. 


They set foundations deep, and builded well to teach 

New life and hope to men, where none at all prevailed ; 

Parishioners were theirs as far as sound could reach; 

They caught a precious foothold where others had 
failed. 


> 


Strum an hymn of joy— 
Have a mighty feast; 
What you now enjoy 
Is yours from a priest. 


The French and the Spaniards, the French and the 
Spaniards, 

They pivoted and threatened and tried to make place 

For themselves and their countries with ruses, canards, 

With bludgeoning firearms, and with silks and with 
lace. 


Colonization was started with Champ d’Asile, 

But retreat overtook the project in formation; 

The colonists scattered, some even gave their seal 
To the Vieux Carre, others returned to their station. 


When Mexico banished the last of her blood-kin, 

She became a dictator as ruthless as death; 

States’ settlers now arriving were smiled upon then— 

Were helped to find grants and were cut off in a 
breath, 


Swing your ladies ’round, 
Good, red blood is here; 

Thinking, solid, sound— 
Fiddles in your ear. 


Seventy-three colonists—names you know today, 
Implanted deep within the fiber of this. place— 
Were granted land to live and work upon, to stay 
And build traditions even time dares not efface. 


Taxation as at Boston Commons came, you know 

That story, and the fires of revolution spread 

Throughout the land of Texas, and a steady flow 

Of armed recruits turned out with Houston at their 
head. 


The Alamo and Goliad were battle cries: 
Texans, aroused, yelled loud on San Jacinto’s plains, 
And taking the hordes of Mexicans by surprise 
A new and sovereign nation was among the gains. 
Pick up your fiddle, 
Strum that old banjo; 


Youre tn the middle 
With no place to go. 


oon 
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The law shingle of Sam Houston was hung out here; 
He worshipped at a Baptist church up north of town; 
He tried his legal cases here and spat ‘‘ambeer” 
With Texan vigor equal to his wide renown. 


And in the Congress of the Lone Star State, no less 
The present confines of this town were made a part 
Of law, a body politic in civic dress 

With seven trustees, and a hopeful, searching heart. 


Back in that famed year of 1837 

New homes were built and public buildings reared 
their face; 

It was a far, far cry from anything like heaven, 

But a blooming crop of babies helped fill the space. 


Then baby-sitters , 
Had not been founded; 
There were no jitters 
For they were grounded, : 


With talk of annexation ringing in their ears 

The early sons of Liberty felled trees with pride, 

And brought in cattle, made good crops down through 
the years, 

Taking status as U. S. citizens in stride. 


The darkies worked plantations in the delta lands, 

And “aunts” and “uncles” told the little tots wild tales, 

And nursed them through the “misery”, they gave 
commands 

The “white folks’ countenanced, and handled cotton 
bales. 


The spirit of the South mixed with the new-found 
West, 

A rough, but gentle, culture here was quickly made, 

And when the War between the States had topped the 
crest é 

Many had volunteered for Hood’s Texas Brigade. 


Hoop skirts that blossom 
Vo a fiddle’s wail— 
‘Taters and “possi 
And call of wild quail. 


Steamboat days and gamblers, molasses and fine 
rum— 
The muddy ‘Trinity was burdened with the lot; 


“Alpaca-coated preachers, ladies on the bum 


Made bright the days and nights to form a melting 
pot. 


The railroad came, with pregnant smokestacks 
belching flame, we 
That ran away out West, its distance was a pity, 


And dandies dressed in fashion’s best, they went and 


came 
But always with the imprint of the Crescent City. 


Saloons were here, and gambling tables flourished 
long, 

But churches came to stay, and Sunday School outings 

Were popular, with dinner on the ground, and song 

With quite a lot of romance and gadaboutings. 


A big baptiziw 

Is scheduled Sunday; 
A big uprisin’ 

Will follow, Monday. 


The oil boom, it was sizzling hot around these parts, 

And many men made theirs, and went. their separate 
Ways ; 

But even so, a number of them made false starts 

For liquid gold its substance often times betrays. 


The population increase was something to see, 

With the strangers and newcomers on the scene, 
But, at its base, the town was still the Liberty 

The history books record, with pages still fresh green. 


And through the years, the town has kept intact its 
pride 

In reverence and station to the storied past, 

Two hundred years of dreams with citizens abide 

And will until the day the last entry is cast. 


Al shot in the arm, 

A gunpowder blast, 
Ts cause for alarm 

And maybe a cast. 


Two hundred years, two hundred years are like the 
flight 

Of mere minutes in the eternal scheme of things; 

They are like bright flashes of star-dust in the night 

Iyphemeral in the substance all life brings. 


‘Two hundred years, two hundred years, we hail the 
sound 

And revel in the glory that to you is due; 

Our eyes are lifted high unto a joy profound— 

Awaiting the unfolding drama for our cue. 


‘wo hundred years, two hundred years, no more, no 
less, 

But gold and silver plaques your history has wrought; 

You are a town apart, and with a soft caress 

The weight of years is lifted from you in a thought. 


Your bicentennial 
Makes us very glad— 
Hlardy perenntal— 
Libertad! Labertad! 
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HISTORICAL CHRONOLOGY OF LIBERTY AND AREA 


Alarmed at reported French activities in Texas, the Viceroy of Spain dispatched a Spanish 
expedition under Captain Alonzo de Leon, with one hundred men, who penetrated the Trinity 
River region of Texas in the vicinity of present Liberty. 


Don Joaquin de Oribio y Basterra, captain of the presidio at La Bahia (modern Goliad) was 
Instructed to explore the Texas coast and expel French invaders reported to be in the terri- 
tory. He reached the Trinity near Liberty, “‘finding Indians on the Trinity River living in 
rancherias of bearskin tents”. (See Basterra’s route, 1748, map facing). 


A party of French traders arrested by Spanish Governor Barrios’ orders at mouth of Trinity 
at site designated by Spaniards as El Orcoquisac. The leader, Blancpain, was clearly a govern- 
ment agent, and not a private trader alone. 


At Governor Barrios’ suggestion, the Presidio of San Augustin de Ahumada was erected in the 
summer of 1756 near El Orcoquisac, the spot of Blanepain’s capture. A few months later the 
establishment of the mission of Nuestra Senora de la Luz (Our Lady of Light) was made by 
its side. The site of El Orcoquisac, the name of the settlement on the Trinity, was near a la- 
goon a short distance east of the Trinity, about two leagues from the head of the bay. 


Request sent to Governor Barrios to re-locate the presidio of San Augustin and mission Nues- 
tra Senora de la Luz in an area known as El Atascoso or Atascocito (Las Tranquilitas). The 
proposed site was about six leagues to the north of the original location, and was described 
as “an extent of land sufficient for planting, and two springs of water sufficient for drink- 

ing”. The mission was not moved, however. 


Spanish official Marques de Rubi, accompanied by engineer Don Nicolas de la Fora, made in- 
spection visit to presidio and mission at El] Orcoquisac; also to proposed re-location sites. La 
Fora kept a careful diary of the inspection and made maps and drawings of places visited. 
(See Rubi’s route touching Atascocito, map on inside back cover). 


Mission and Presidio at El Orcoquisac was abandoned in the spring, when the garrison re- 
sponded to call for help from San Antonio to resist Apache attacks. 


Texas Governor Don Antonio Cordero dispatched from Nacogdoches a company of 110 men to 
station of Arcokisa above mouth of the Trinity, near present town of Liberty, supplementing 
a detachment of 50 men already there. Troops and supplies for this station came by the La 
Bahia Road, marking out the route known ‘as the Atascosito Road, the oldest known road cros- 
sing the Trinity River in this area. This was at a point about three miles north of the present 
town of Liberty. 


Generals Charles Lallemand and Antone Rigaud, formerly of Napoleon’s Old Guard, headed a 
French expedition that established a colony twenty leagues from the Gulf of Mexico on the 
Trinity, near present town of Liberty. Seeking refuge from the restored Bourbon government 
in France, they named their colony “Champ d’Asile’,—place of refuge. They erected houses, 
forts and storehouses, and attempted to cultivate the soil. Because of scarcity of provisions 
and threats from the Spanish, they were forced to abandon their place of refuge and retreat 
to Galveston; thence to New Orleans, some returning to France. Oe 


Mexico wins independence from Spain. Stephen F. Austin is authorized to proceed with his 
deceased father’s commission to settle 300 families on lands near the Brazos, Colorado and 
Guadalupe Rivers; with some Anglo-Americans also settling along the Trinity. 


First general colonization law passed by Mexico—later revoked. 


Texas united with Coahuila to form one state. Federal Constitution proclaimed, Second general 
colonization law enacted, providing for special laws for the several Mexican states, 


A year of immigration to Texas. Empresarios given contracts to settle hundreds of families, 
including Leftwich, DeWitt, Martin de Leon, Hayden Edwards, and additional grants to Austin. 
Many of these immigrants coming on their own account settled along the Trinity. Hayden Ed- 
wards’ grant included some already occupied by colonists; difficulties arose between these set- 
tlers and Edwards, resulting in the ‘“Fredonian Rebellion”. A mounted company of men head- 
ed by Captain Hugh B. Johnston rode to Nacogdoches to help quell the uprising that resulted. 
Later the Mexican government annulled Edwards’ contract, dividing territory embraced in 
his grant between David G. Burnet and Joseph Vehlin. Immigrants from the United States 
continued to flow into this part of Texas. The United States offered to purchase Texas from 
Mexico. 
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Seventy-three colonists along the Trinity, many of whose descendants still live in Liberty, 
petitioned the Mexican government for the legal titles promised them to the lands they oc- 
cupied, In 1828 the Mexican government granted their petition, 


Liberty area is referred to as. District of Atascosito, with Matthew G. White as the Alcalde 
(mayor or judge). A decree was passed suspending colony contracts and prohibiting further 
settlement of Americans. A customs house was established at Anahuac, with Colonel John 
Davis Bradburn in command of Mexican forces there. He introduced martial law, arresting 
and imprisoning citizens in the fort, meanwhile allowing his troops to steal and pillage proper- 
ty from citizens. 


Colonists made repeated applications for their land titles. State Land Commissioner Francisco 
Madero and Surveyor Jose Maria Carbajal were dispatched to the Trinity area to extend 
titles. Shortly afterward, they were arrested and confined in prison at Anahuac, on grounds 
that they were extending titles to colonists immigrating since decree of April 6, 1830. Among 
the acts of Commissioner Madero was the creation of the municipality of Liberty. The ayun- 
tamiento was duly elected and organized, holding its sessions at the town of Liberty. Brad- 
burn, however, ordered it dissolved and created one for the municipality at Anahuac. Brad- 
burn’s municipal government at Anahuae fled, fearful of his tyrannies, taking refuge in Aus- 
tin’s colony. Troops sent to enforce federal measures, superseding civil authorities, were to be 
paid from revenue collected at Texas ports. The order closing all ports except Anahuac was 
resisted by the Americans. Under threat of attack, Bradburn was forced to revoke his orders. 
Texas was divided into two districts by state law—Nacogdoches and San Antonio, with Politi- 
cal Chiefs having separate jurisdictions. 


William B. Travis and Patrick H. Jack, practicing lawyers in the Atascosito District, were 
among others imprisoned at Anahuac by Bradburn for punishing a soldier’s outrage. Rebelling 
colonists gathered at Minchey’s near Liberty, mustered about 160 men, drew up a list of pro- 
visions known as the “Turtle Bayou Resolutions”, and marched against Bradburn at Anahuac. 
Their resolution said in effect that the Texans were not rebelling against Mexico, but against 
Bustamente, who had usurped the presidency ; also protesting the arrest of citizens and various 
violations of civil liberties. Col. Jose de las Piedras moved from Nacogdoches with a large force 
to Anahuac where he heard the grievances of the colonists and agreed—among other things— 
to release the prisoners at Anahuac. The Alcalde of Liberty, Hugh B. Johnston, went with 
Piedras to Anahuac, where the prisoners were released to him. Col. Bradburn was sent to 
New Orleans and later returned to Mexico. The municipality of Liberty was re-established. 
The Anahuac affair has been referred to as the first clash, or opening campaign of the Texas 
Revolution. 


Further trouble arose at Anahuac over taxation of colonists to support Santa Anna’s stand- 
ing army. William B. Travis headed a volunteer company from Liberty and surrounding area. 
They took possession of the fort, commanded then by Captain Antonio Tenorio. This led to fur- 
ther rumbles of a revolution. On October 18, Liberty citizens joined with others and signed a 
report of the Select Committee of the Permanent Council, asking the people of Texas to unite 
in the common cause for freedom. The Texas Revolution had begun. A company of men from 
the municipality of Liberty, known as the Second Regiment, Texas Volunteers, Third Com- 
pany Intantry, fought during the months following to free Texas from Mexico. 


Dark days for Texas; -fall of the Alamo - Goliad; then Victory when Sam Houston’s army de- 
feated Santa Anna at San Jacinto. During the battle, Liberty became haven for many fleeing 
families in the “Runaway Scrape”. Mexican soldiers captured at San Jacinto were held in Lib- 
erty housed on the plantation of Judge and Mrs, William Hardin, from August 28, 1836, to 
April 25, 1837, when all were released. Three signers of the Texas Declaration of Independence 
were from Liberty: A. B. Hardin, James B. Woods, and M. B. Menard. In this year Liberty was 
granted a post office; the “Scioto Belle”, said to be the first steamboat to ply the Trinity, came 
up the Lower Trinity. 


On June 7, 1837, the Congress of the Republic of Texas passed an act incorporating the town of 
Liberty, giving the citizens the right to become ‘a body corporate and politic with seven 
trustees who shall select from their own body a presiding officer or mayor, a treasurer and 
a secretary ... they shall also appoint a collector and constable ... who shall have the power 
when necessary to suppress riots and disturbances, to call out the citizens of said corporation 
for the purpose of restoring order’. That same year lands were appropriated for construction 
of a courthouse, jail and other public buildings. The boundaries of Liberty County, as defined 
by an Act of Congress December 18, 1837, extended from the divide between the San Jacinto 
and the Trinity on the west, to the Neches River on the East and from the Gulf coast north- 
ward to include the present Counties of Polk and Tyler. Three days later, Jefferson County was 
created by an Act of Congress from part of the original Liberty County area. 
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1840: The first Protestant sermon was preached in the log courthouse in Liberty by Hugh Field, a 
Methodist minister, who was traveling westward from Mississippi on horseback. Liberty was 
becoming increasingly important, commercially. Regular water transportation was carried on 
between Liberty and Galveston. There was also a regular stage route between Liberty and 
Crockett. There were five post offices in Liberty County at this time: Liberty, Menard’s Mills, 
Hibbetville, Swartout, and Smithfield. 


1845: One of the first Baptist churches in the Liberty area was organized with the founding of the 
Concord Church, about 23 miles north of Liberty, where Sam Houston and his wife, Margaret, 
attended services. Mis. Houston was a charter member of that church. During this period 
Sam Houston built a home near there (Grand Cane). He maintained a law office in Liberty on 
the corner of Main Street and Sam Houston Avenue, (building now demolished). He practiced 
law in the log courthouse in Liberty; and after trying cases, sometimes slept there. 


1846: A small group of Methodists petitioned the Liberty City Council for a ehurch site, and built 
their first log church on the northeast corner of the “church square”. Tyler and Polk Counties 
created from portion of Liberty County. 


1848-50: The Assessor in 1848 reported a total population in Liberty County of 2,150 with 409 voters. 
The first Federal census taken in -1850 counted 2,522 as total county population. The ‘“Mag- 
nolia” and the “Jack Hays” operated by a company of planters, were among Trinity boats of 
the late 1840’s. In 1847, there were additional post offices in Liberty County at Anahuac (Cham- 
bersia), Grand Cane, Garner’s, John’s and Palmer’s. we 


1852: An Episcopal parish, named “All Faith Church”, was established, with services held in the 
homes of members. 


1854; A Catholic convent and church were erected, with Father Peter LaCour becoming Liberty’s 
first resident priest. Dating back to 1756, religious services had been conducted by the Cath- 
olics, but not regularly, owing to the absence of resident priests. 


1855: “The Liberty Gazette”, one of Texas’ oldest newspapers, founded by W. J. Brocket and H. C. 
Shea. The office was in the Meyer’s brick building, said to have been located where the Llew- 
ellyn home now stands. The first issue was dated February 27, 1855, and the motto was: “Let 
All The Ends Thou Aim’st At Be Thy Country’s, God’s and Truth’s”, The “Mary Clifton” 
(capacity 2,500 bales of cotton) and numerous smaller craft operated on the Trinity River 
during the booming ’fifties. Among the Jatter were the “Kate”, “Early Bird”, “Vesta”, “Guada- 
lupe’, and the “Belle of.Texas’’. 


1857: Fifty-four boat landings were listed on the Trinity from Liberty to mouth of river. Most of 
these were plantation landings, but a few attained considerable commercial importance during 
the railroad building. 


1858: The town of Liberty gave the Texas and New Orleans Railroad two and one-quarter leagues of 
land when the railroad was opened during this year from Houston to Orange, by way of Liberty 
and Beaumont, initiating regular means of mail and passenger transportation. The population 
of Liberty was 651. The town consisted of a trading post and warehouse on the river bank and 
a scattered group of houses along the Old Spanish Trail and the North Post Road. The erea- 
tion of Hardin and Chambers Counties by the Texas Congress took a large slice from the origin- 
al Liberty County boundaries, 


1860: “A tree “male and female’ school was announced by “The Liberty Gazette’, but those able to 
do so were to pay. Karlier, various private schools Fad operated and continued to do so through 
the eighties. 


11861-65: The Liberty area furnished several companies of recruits for service in the Confederate Army. 
The Texas and New Orleans Railroad ceased operations during the war. In 1863 the Star State 
Telegraph Company built a telegraph line out of Houston along the Texas and New Orleans 
Railroad, completing it to Liberty. 


1865-80: During the Reconstruction Period, Liberty’s population declined to 300, probably due to cessa- 
tion of railroad operations and the lagging of interest in river navigation (since building of 
railroad). The burning of the Court House in 1874 destroyed all records. Cattle and cotton were 
chief economic pursuits on surrounding plantations. In 1870, Liberty County’s once imperial 
domain was reduced to its. present dlimensions by the creation of San Jacinto County from with- 
in its boundaries. The County’s only post offices in 1870 were in Liberty, Moss Bluff and 
Ironwood (formerly Grand Cane). However, the rehabilitation of the Texas and New Orleans 
Railroad in 1876 was a growth factor, and despite the territory loss of San Jacinto County 
area, Liberty County lacked only one of having a population of 5,000 in 1880. The town of 
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Liberty was described as having four churches, three schools and a hotel. In 1880, the Hous- | 


ton East and West Texas Railroad was built through the northwest portion of the county, with © 


a station in Cleveland. Later, trackage was laid in the county by the Santa Fe line; the Beau- | 


mont, Sour Lake and Western; and the Trinity and Northern Railways. 


“The Liberty Vindicator” was established by T. J. Chambers to vindicate the South against the 


North, and has been in continuous publication since that date. 


The lumber industry, heretofore undeveloped, became important. The Census Bureau estimated | 


the amount of merchantable pine in Liberty County in 1880 as more than forty million feet of 


long-leaf, and over two billion feet of loblolly, in addition to an abundance of other timber. Lib- . 
erty citizens became vitally interested in a public school and by 1890, “The Liberty Vindicator” — 


reported that the mayor and aldermen were discussing the issuance of $5,000 in bonds to erect 


a building for a public school on “market square’, present site of Sam Houston Elementary © 


School. 


The First Baptist Church of Liberty was organized by Rev. T. H. Feagin; with eight members,”* 


Prior to this period, they were invited to use the Methodist Church building, with the Meth- 


odists sharing it with the Baptists on alternate Sundays. The first building was a small frame } 
structure on Cos Avenue, one lot east of Main Street, the site now occupied by the rear portion . 


of the educational building. 
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Liberty had a population of 865 by 1900; Liberty County population was 8,102. Rice cultiva- : 
tion became an increasingly important industry. The first successful tests for oil were made ” 
in May, 1905; during 1907, the Dayton field alone shipped more than a hundred thousand bar- ” 


rels of oil. By 1904 Liberty had a telephone exchange, and by 1906 a light and power plant was 


under consideration. The first annual Liberty County Fair, now enlarged to the Trinity Valley © 


Exposition, was held in 1909. A wagon bridge spanned the Trinity River by 1915. 


With the oil boom in 1925, Liberty began to grow rapidly. By 1928 Highway 90 (The Old Span- ” 


ish Trail from San Augustine, Florida, to San Diego, California) was the only paved road which 


completely crossed the county. A new post office, city hall, library, swimming pool, court- 


house, and churches of almost every denomination were evidences of growth, along with more | 
than a hundred blocks of. paved city streets. In 1948 sulphur production began, From a popu- © 


lation of 3,087 in: 1940, Liberty jumped to an estimated population of 7,000 in 1956. 


Liberty observes her Bicentennial Celebration. 
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